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The Workers' Party of Social Justice (DSSS) is the strongest right-wing extremist
party in the Czech Republic with about two percent of votes in the last parliamen-
tary election. It profiles itself as the »defender of ordinary people« against »the cor-
rupt political elite«, especially the parties in power, and tries to make use of govern-
ment corruption scandals to discredit the democratic political spectrum as a whole.

The main strategy to raise support for the extreme right is to highlight criminal cases
comprising members of the Roma population: »Anti-gypsyism«, where a number
of local citizens who are not among the party’s main support take part in various
protest events focused on Roma criminality, is becoming the main area of contact of
DSSS with mainstream forces.

Despite its poor showing in elections, the extreme right in Czech Republic attained
a certain degree of influence due to media coverage of its activities. Mainstream
political parties respond to it and often borrow its anti-gypsy rhetoric, while neither
the state nor the non-governmental sector has proven to be very effective in solving
the so-called Roma issue.
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1. Introduction: Dynamics of Right-Wing
Extremist Movements and Their Electoral
Successes in the Czech Republic

The present-day spectrum of right-wing extremism in
the Czech Republic began to form after the fall of com-
munism in 1989; however, it also builds on older tradi-
tions in this part of the political spectrum in the Czech
lands and perhaps even on nationalistic and right-wing
traditions which, in the historical context, have come to
be perceived as extremist (Czech nationalism in the nine-
teenth century, agrarian republicanism in the first half
of the twentieth century etc.). The right-wing extremist
spectrum in the Czech Republic can, when viewed from
the outside, be divided into the groups shown in Table 1.

We should bear in mind that these divisions have been un-
dertaken for analytical purposes, whereas in reality the lines
between the various categories are often blurred. Further-
more, neo-Nazism is an external designation, as neo-Nazis
often call themselves nationalists or national socialists. The
designation national socialist in the Czech context is also
ambiguous, as traditional Czech national socialism, which
originated at the end of the nineteenth century, is usually
understood in the Czech environment as the centre-left of
the political spectrum (although there is some overlap with
the nationalistic neo-Hussitism) (Mares 2008). We should
also note that successful political entities in the political
party environment generally represent an amalgamation of
various ideological trends undertaken by their leaders for
pragmatic reasons and often encompassing ideologically
antagonistic far-right movements (Mare$ 2003: 221).

In the 1990s, the party SdruZeni pro Republiku — Repub-
likdnska strana Ceskoslovenska (Association for the Re-
public — Republican Party of Czechoslovakia — SPR-RSC)
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made inroads into the party system under the leadership
of Miroslav Sladek. The core of the party began to form
in December 1989 and was registered in February 1990.
Its views are a good example of the above-mentioned
ideological mix, encompassing various Czech nationalist
and new far-right trends, whereby neo-Nazism did not
have a significant role to play and existed primarily in
the youth organisation Republikdnska Mladez (Republi-
can Youth), which was disbanded by the Ministry of the
Interior in 2002 (Mares 2003: 215-218).

The SPR-RSC was sharply critical of the new post-com-
munist elite (Sladek’s proclamation that it was necessary
»to throw the government into the Vitava« became well
known), engaged in racist invective against the Roma
population, opposed the Czech Republic’'s member-
ship of NATO and accession to the EU and opposed the
demands of the Sudeten Germans (cancellation of the
Benes decrees, recognition of their right to a homeland
and the return or property or compensation); anti-Ger-
man rhetoric became strong only after 1991, when co-
operation with the German Republicans came to an end
following the meeting between Franz Schénhuber and
Miroslav Sladek. The SPR-RSC also demanded the reuni-
fication of Carpathian Ruthenia, which was annexed by
the Soviet Union in 1945 (Mares 2003: 209).

The SPR-RSC was unsuccessful in the first free elections
following the fall of communism in 1990, but did win
seats in parliament in 1992 and 1996. In the early elec-
tions in 1998, however, it did not manage to cross the
5 percent threshold and since then right-wing extremism
has not been represented in the Czech Parliament. In
2000 the SPR-RSC declared bankruptcy and a large part
of the party (including Sladek) transferred to a new party
bearing the name of its chairman: Republikani Miroslava

Table 1: Basic ideological division of the right-wing extremist spectrum in the Czech Republic

Nationalists

Neo-Hussitism
(builds on the
»fighting« ethos
of the Hussite
revolutionary
movement

Ultra-conserva-
tive movement
(builds on the
reactionary tra-
dition in Czech
history)

Integral Catholic
movement

(partially tied to
Clerical Fascism)

Espousing tradi-
tional Nazi ideo-
logy; subservi-
ence to Nazi-era
Germany; ties
to the tradition
of Sudeten Ger-
man Nazism

position for the
Czech nation

»mainstream«
Czech traditions

Neo-Nazis »New« Far Right
White Power Pragmatic mix of | Ideologically
(modern neo- various ideologi- | undefined
Nazism, espous- | cal trends, or ex- | focus on white
ing a superior treme version of | supremacy;

identity based
on xenophobia

Manifestations in various Czech fascist trends

Source: Mares 2008




Sladka (Miroslav Sladek’s Republicans — RMS). In 2008,
the original SPR-RSC was reactivated, but by then it
had become marginal and was suspended in 2011
after failing to submit its legally mandatory annual
financial report. In 2010, the small Republikanska strana
Cech, Moravy a Slezska (Republican Party of Bohemia,
Moravia and Silesia — RSCMS) broke off from the SPR-
RSC, but it is entirely without influence (Bast, Mares,
Smolik, Vejvodova 2010: 240).

In the elections to the Czech National Council (until
1992) and the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of
the Czech Republic (as of 1996), the SPR-RSC and RMS
scored the following results:

1990" — VDS/SPR-RSC 1.0 % (72,048)

1992 — SPR-RSC 5.98 % (387,026)

1996 — SPR-RSC 8.01 % (485,072)

1998 — SPR-RSC 3.90% (232,965)

2002 — RMS 0.97 % (46,325)

2006" — Narodni sily 0.17 % (9,341)

2010 — SPR-RSC 0.03% (1,993)

*in 1990 the SPR-RSC formed a coalition with the Vselidovd demokra-
ticka strana (All People’s Democratic Party — VDS) and in 2006 was part
of Narodni sily (National Powers), and thus legally ran on the ticket of
Nérodni strana (National Party).

Source: Czech Statistical Office 2012

The various parties and movements that split off from
the SPR-RSC and the parties that were established from
various ideological movements in the skinhead subcul-
ture and from the membership of small, post-commu-
nist, far-right associations gradually tried to usurp the
position of the SPR-RSC. These included the Narodné
socialni blok (National-Social Bloc — NSB — bringing to-
gether dissident republicans and neo-Nazi skinheads),
which did not succeed in the 2001 elections; neither did
the Neo-Hussite Narodni strana (National Party — NS)
nor the ultraconservative Narodni sjednoceni (National
Unification — NSj) party (Mares 2011).

Délnicka strana (Workers' Party — DS), established in
2002 by members of the SPR-RSC and RMS who were
dissatisfied with Sladek’s leadership, was somewhat
more successful. Having initially cooperated with vari-
ous parties (including the far left) under a not very well
defined ideological profile, it later entered into a new
era of marked cooperation with the neo-Nazi structures
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of Narodni/svobodny odpor (National/Free Resistance
— NO/SO) and Autonomni nacionalisti (Autonomous
Nationalists) in 2006. In 2008, the party even founded
the paramilitary Ochranné sbory Délnické strany (Work-
ers’ Party Protection Corps), and the youth association
Délnickd mladez (Workers’ Youth) was established in
support of it. DS was strongly involved in the anti-Roma
demonstrations in Litvinov-Janov in 2008, and won 1.07
percent of the vote in the elections to the European Par-
liament in 2009, qualifying it to receive public funding
(Bastl, Mares, Smolik, Vejvodova 2011: 164).

In 2010, DS was dissolved by court order. Its members
and leadership transferred to Délnické strany socialni
spravedinosti (Workers’ Party of Social Justice — DSSS).
This party had been established under a different name
and orientation as early as 2004, but the wing supporting
DS assumed power and assumed the above name and
structures in case DS was prohibited (Mares 2012). DSSS
is also supported by Délnicka mladez (Workers’ Youth).
In the 2010 parliamentary elections, DSSS received 1.14
percent of the vote (Ministry of the Interior 2011: 8).

2. Agents of Right-Wing Extremism

2.1 The Current State of Right-Wing Extremist
Movements and Organisations

The DSSS is the strongest right-wing extremist party in the
Czech Republic in terms of both voters and members (it
has approximately 600 members). It brings together vari-
ous nationalistically focussed structures and the new right
(including former members and followers of the SPR-RSC)
as well as part of the neo-Nazi spectrum. Other right-wing
extremist parties are marginal [e. g., the ultra-conservative
Narodni sjednoceni (National Unification) party].

There are also a number of right-wing extremist civic asso-
ciations active in the Czech Republic whose focus is mainly
on educational activities. The oldest of these is Vlastenecka
fronta (Patriotic Front — VVF), which was established in 1993
and endorses traditional Czech interwar fascism.

Various racist media associations are also currently active
on the Internet, such as White Media (which also man-
ages the Anti-Multi-Kulti Watch project, where informa-
tion about immigrants and »xenophiles, i.e., people who
help them, especially from the NGO sphere, is published).



On the neo-Nazi scene, a number of organisations mod-
elled on German free nationalism are active: the NO/SO;
Svobodna miadez (Free Youth —SM), which has partial ties
to the NO/SO; various regional groups of the Autonomni
nacionalisti (Autonomous Nationalists), a branch of the
Blood & Honour Division Bohemia; and other small re-
gional groups (Ministry of the Interior 2012: 13-16).

A host of perpetrators of violent attacks aimed especially
against the Roma population but also against immigrants
and leftist activists hail from the militant neo-Nazi spec-
trum. Recently, however, local ethnic unrest in locations
where there are co-existence problems between the
Czech ethnic majority and the Roma minority has become
a regular occurrence. Even »ordinary citizens« have taken
active part in such unrest alongside militant extremists.
Cases of shootings or other violent attacks perpetrated
by people from the »regular population« against mem-
bers of the Roma population who are suspected of steal-
ing or mugging have also stirred controversy.

2.2 DSSS
2.2.1 Focus, Objectives and Main Message

When assessing the politics of the DSSS, one should bear
in mind that the formulations in the party’s platform
documents are more moderate than some of the state-
ments made by party leaders and sympathisers at meet-
ings. After the dissolution of DS and the prosecution of
some of its leaders for making inflammatory speeches, it
has naturally become cautious in its statements.

While the DSSS endorses National Socialism its ba-
sic platform rejects the ideologies of both Nazism and
Communism (DSSS 2010a).

Some members and sympathisers of DSSS are Czech
isolationists and xenophobic nationalists who have a
deeper ideological background, while others endorse
Hussite Czech nationalism. Others still have ties to neo-
Nazism (Ministry of the Interior 2012: 15), and certain
symbols inspired by German right-wing extremism
(Strasserism, Thule-Seminar and the like) are used at
DSSS rallies or those of its youth organisation — Workers’
Youth (DM), (Mares et all 2011: 13-14) as are symbols of
the dissolved DS (where ties to neo-Nazi groups were
one of the reasons for state repression).
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The party is not religiously defined and is not tied to any
significant degree to religious groups (not even to integral
Catholicism, which DS briefly flirted with in 2006—2007)
(Bastl, Mares, Smolik, Vejvodova 2011: 159). In terms of
history, it endorses various Czech historical traditions that
it momentarily deems advantageous-reference to late
nineteenth-century national labour movements being a
staple. The party verbally supports the traditional family
and rejects same-sex registered partnerships (DSSS 2011a).

The party is currently using the »Roma issue« to profile
itself, casting itself as a »truth« teller about »gypsy crimi-
nality«. In relation to criminality in general, it advocates
a strict »law and order« approach and even believes
the population should engage in self-defence. Officially
at least, the party does not contest democratic parlia-
mentary mechanisms and strongly supports elements of
direct democracy. Its platform is focused on »welfare-
chauvinism« (DSSS 2011a). It believes in an egalitarian
society and income redistribution, but only for members
of its own ethnic nation, not for groups perceived as
»foreign« or »nonconformist« (DSSS 2012).

2.2.2 Images of Enemies

The party profiles itself as the defender of ordinary peo-
ple against the corrupt political elite, especially the parties
in power. It tries to make use of government corruption
scandals to discredit the democratic political spectrum as
a whole. It tends to perceive even the mainstream media
or specific reporters as enemies, especially if they report
negatively about party members or communicate facts
and opinions not in line with DSSS policies.

The party’s defining characteristic is its opposition to
nonconformists and people abusing social benefits. The
party also likes to highlight criminal cases where the actual
or suspected perpetrators are members of the Roma pop-
ulation. Itis active in organising events in locations where,
following criminal Roma activity, co-existence problems
arise between the inhabitants of so-called Roma ghettos
and the majority (Ministry of the Interior 2012: 14).

Judaism is not a major focus of the DSSS (even if individ-
ual members engage in anti-Semitism), although it does
criticise the pro-Israeli policies of the Czech government.
The DSSS opposes the construction of new mosques in
the Czech Republic, but Islamophobia does not have any



significant role to play in its policies. Its opposition to
migrant workers from various countries, especially those
from outside Europe, is more important, especially with
respect to the large number of Vietnamese in the Czech
Republic and criminality in which they are involved
(Mares et al. 2011: 34).

The DSSS strongly criticises the present form of the
European Union and NATO (DSSS 2011b). Its rhetoric is
anti-capitalist and that of DM even more so. It rejects
the capitalist globalisation of the economy and capital
speculation (Lamprecht 2012). Recently, the DSSS pro-
filed itself on its opposition to ACTA, which it sees as an
instrument of control over privacy (Vrba 2012).

Its political enemies are members of the left-wing, es-
pecially direct adversaries from autonomous anarchist
groups [especially Antifasistické akce (Antifascist Ac-
tion)], and the communists. The DSSS calls attention to
the fact that it and the far-right are subject to stronger
state repression than left-wing extremists and it ver-
bally attacks anti-racists from the NGO sector. Party
members have also been involved in campaigns against
court-appointed experts whose opinions contributed
to some of the party’s members or sympathisers re-
ceiving prison sentences (Chaloupska, Kfivka 2012).

2.2.3 Strategy

The DSSS focuses on acquiring power through parlia-
ment, but to date it has not managed to win seats at the
regional, national or European level, although it has won
a few seats on local councils. Currently the DSSS is re-
presented only in the Northern Bohemian city of Krupka
following a repeat election, in which its representative,
Anna Holesinska, initiated and helped push through a
new public order ordinance and thus helped to enhance
the party’s image (HoleSinska 2012).

In terms of the media, the party presents its opinions
mainly on the Internet and in the occasional television dis-
cussion; owing to its poor electoral showings, however, it
is not invited to appear on television very often. Another
important channel for communicating with the public
are the frequent appearances of party chairman Tomas
Vandas all over the country, including in small towns. Its
annual May Day demonstrations, organised alternately in
Prague and Brno, also receive media coverage.
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Clearly, ethnic unrest in problematic regions has been
the most influential promotional tool of the DSSS. In
early 2011, tensions flared in Novy BydZov when a man
of Roma ethnicity raped an ethnic Czech woman. On 12
March 2011, DSSS called a demonstration in the town,
which was also attended by many locals. Antifascists
demonstrated against it but were blocked by the police.
Following the event, some demonstrators attacked mem-
bers of the Roma population. (Ministry of the Interior 2012:
48). In summer 2011, ethnic unrest broke out in Sluknov
and Novoborsko following a series of crimes perpetrated
by the local Roma population, which were covered by the
media. The DSSS called demonstrations in these locations,
and local demonstrators were involved in clashes with the
police. (Ministry of the Interior 2012: 12-13).

In April 2012, ethnic tensions arose after a fifteen-year-
old boy from Breclav reported being attacked by a group
of Roma men (one of his kidneys had to be removed).
The DM called a demonstration, at which the party’s
leader, Tomas Vandas, made a speech. After the dem-
onstration, certain participants tried to attack houses
occupied by Roma families, but the police intervened.
After a number of weeks, the fifteen-year-old confessed
to the police that he had made up the story and that he
had in fact injured himself after falling off a railing while
showing off in front of his friends (Romea 2012).

DM also organised the Skolni dvir (School Courtyard)
project, inspired by a project of the same name (Schul-
hof) in Germany. DM members handed out promotional
materials, including CDs with nationalistic recordings, in
front of primary and secondary schools in an attempt to
gain support for their political movement. DM also pub-
lishes comics as a way of trying to gain support among
young people (Weikert 2012).

2.2.4 Organisational Structure, Hierarchy,
Key Personalities, and Leadership

Formally the statutes of the DSSS are worded to comply
with the laws of the Czech Republic, which is a nec-
essary condition for its legal existence. The supreme
decision-making body of the party is the DSSS National
Congress, which elects the party chairman. The supreme
decision-making body during the period between the
assemblies is the Assembly of the Republic. The execu-
tive body of the Assembly of the Republic is the Execu-



tive Committee (DSSS 2010). Vertically, the party’s struc-
ture has three levels: local offices, regional offices and
central bodies (DSSS 2010).

The party is headquartered in Prague and has regional
offices in all fourteen regions of the Czech Republic. The
party’s local offices are, however, distributed very ran-
domly and unevenly across the country (Ministry of the
Interior 2012: 10). The DSSS has its strongest support
base in the Usti nad Labem Region. The party also has
DSSS Civilian Patrols at its disposal (these are not men-
tioned in the statutes) and uses them to monitor loca-
tions where crimes occur (as a rule involving the Roma
population) (Mares 2010: 48). The DSSS works closely
with its youth organisation Délnicka mladez (DM).

The party’s chairman, Tomas Vandas, was a function-
ary in the SPR-RSC and RMS for many years from the
mid-1990s onwards and worked closely with Miroslav
Sladek. In 2003, he became the chairman of the DS and
following its dissolution was elected to the same posi-
tion in the DSSS. He depends on the support of his loyal
deputy, Jifi Stépanek, who is also a former republican.
The younger generation of activists is represented at
the central level by Jifi Petfivalsky, who was formerly a
member of various nationalistic groups. Representatives
from regions where the party has most support, namely
Petr Kotab and Lucie Slégrova from the Usti nad Labem
Region, have a strong standing in the party. Relations
with the youth sub-cultural scene are maintained by Erik
Lamprecht, the chairman of DM.

2.2.5 International Ties

The main partner of DSSS is the National Democratic
Party of Germany (NPD). This cooperation builds on
ties to the Czech and German militant neo-nationalis-
tic scene and on cooperation between the DS and the
NPD. The DSSS officially rejected the revision of the
Benes decrees, but the Czech neo-Nazi supporters of
the party show some sympathy for Sudeten-German
revisionism (supported a. o. by the NPD). This is an im-
portant background for cooperation between the NPD
and the DSSS (Mares, Vejvodovéa 2011). The climax of
their cooperation to date was the Riesa Manifesto on
the Violation of Human Rights, which was signed by the
chairmen of the DSSS and the NPD (Udo Voigt at the
time) on 2 April 2011.
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The manifesto states, inter alia, the following: »Both
parties, in their efforts to resolve the challenges fac-
ing Europe today, have agreed on cooperation in these
areas:

a) Promotion of anti-immigration measures

b) Opposition to all attempts to control freedom of
speech

¢) Criticism of the non-democratic system of the EU
institutions

d) Support for campaigns against the illegal and armed
conflicts of the USA and NATO around the world

e) Cross-border cooperation aimed at the communal
level

Both parties are also very concerned about the on-
going political, social and economic crisis in their re-
spective countries. The crisis in Europe is a crisis of
values. European government leaders have lost their
credibility.

We perceive an increase in tension between the pub-
lic and government representatives. Instead of dealing
with real public issues, government politicians are trying
to demonise national political opposition (so-called >ex-
tremists<) with the aim of justifying their own mistakes
and burying the past.« (DSSS, NPD 2011).

A delegation led by NPD Chairman Udo Voigt sub-
sequently visited Prague on 28 and 29 May 2011 and
held further meetings with the DSSS leadership (Minis-
try of the Interior of the Czech Republic 2012: 22). On
1 May 2011, an event coordinated between the DSSS
and German neo-Nazis was organised. This included
demonstrations held in parallel in Brno and Heilbronn
to mark the opening of the German labour market to
people from the new EU member states. In Germany,
the campaign slogan was »Stop the Invasion of Foreign
Workers!« (»Fremdarbeiterinvasion stoppen!«); in the
Czech Republic it was »Protest against the Invasion of
Foreign Workers and the Exodus of our People« (»Pro-
test proti invazi cizich pracovnik( a exodu nasich lidi).
At the Heilbronn event, DSSS member Jifi Petfivalsky
made a speech, while NPD representative Robin Sieber
spoke in Brno. In Heilbronn, the event was organised
by the event committee created for this demonstration,
which was supported by various Freie Kameradschaften
and certain local offices of the NPD and JN (Nationales
und soziales Aktionsbundnis 1. Mai 2011).
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DSSS representatives take part in NPD election cam-
paigns in the new federal states (former GDR) as interns.
Representatives of JN as well as of the women’s organi-
sation Ring Nationaler Frauen speak at DSSS events. In
Germany, some DSSS activists have ties to members of
Freies Netz in Bavaria. In June 2012, DSSS Deputy Chair-
man Petr Kotdb took part in Friendship Day organised
by Kruh cesko-némeckého pratelstvi (Czech-German
Circle of Friends) formed by neo-Nazis from the Czech
Republic and Germany in 2010 (Deutsch-Bohmischer
Freundenkreis 2012). In 2011, a number of German
neo-Nazis took part in anti-Roma demonstrations in the
Sluknovsky vyb&zek area in late summer 2011.

Another important DSSS partner is the Slovak party
Ludova strana — Nase Slovensko (Slovak People’s Party —
Our Slovakia — LSNS), which is tied through its person-
nel to the civic association Slovenska Pospolitost (Slovak
Solidarity — SP). This association, in turn, has long-
running ties with various far-right entities in the Czech
Republic. The activities and strategies of DSSS serve as
inspiration for LSNS and SP events. The representatives
of the Austrian National People’s Party (NVP) also took
part in the aforementioned May Day promotional events
in Brno in 2011 (Ministry of the Interior 2012: 19). Re-
presentatives of the Autonomous Nationalists from Po-
land should also have attended this event, but failed to
do so owing to disputes with the German participants
(Autonom.pl 2011).

2.2.6 Social Background

The social background of DSSS is difficult to ascertain,
as the hitherto weak position of the party means it is
difficult to conduct a thorough sociological survey of
party members and supporters. A survey conducted at
the end of 2010 and focussing on the general potential
of right-wing extremism in the Czech Republic did yield
some findings, however. During the survey of right-wing
extremist sympathisers, the survey also studied partici-
pants in right-wing extremist events. The following con-
clusions do not apply directly to the DSSS, but owing
to its dominant position in right-wing extremism in the
Czech Republic, probably provide a fairly accurate pic-
ture: »The rise of right-wing extremism is related to eco-
nomic uncertainty. The risk group (event participants)
often comprises the unemployed and those dissatisfied
with their income, assets and standard of living. Social

inequality also plays a role — often the people in ques-
tion have a basic education or vocational training, are
dissatisfied with their income, and consider society to
be unjust« (STEM 2011: 21). The STEM survey also as-
certained that a significant number had been involved in
crimes where the perpetrator was a member of a minor-
ity or problem group (STEM 2011). In the elections to
the Chamber of Deputies in 2010, the DSSS gained the
most ground in Northern Bohemia, where there is high
unemployment and a high concentration of members of
the Roma minority, who settled in this territory mainly
after the Sudeten Germans left Czechoslovakia after the
Second World War.

2.2.7 Areas of Contact With the Rest of Society

Members of the far-right youth subculture scene par-
ticipate regularly in DSSS events. Currently this scene is
divided into a number of different sub-cultures (skin-
heads, autonomous nationalists and the Casapound
movement, members tied to them and some football
hooligans). It is not possible to state unequivocally that
any one of these subcultures would offer whole-hearted
support for the DSSS, but in a number of locations, they
certainly include sympathisers or even members of the
DSSS (Mares et al. 2011: 13).

In March 2010, shortly after the dissolution of the DS,
a document entitled »Official Disassociation of the Au-
tonomous Nationalists from the Workers’ Party (of Social
Justice)« (»Oficialni distancovani Autonomni Naciona-
listé od Délnické Strany [socidlni spravedinostil«) ap-
peared on the then primary server of Autonomni na-
cionalisté (Autonomous Nationalists), with Svobodna
mladez (Free Youth), Svobodny prostor (Free Space) and
free resistance activists as signatories. In the document,
DSSS activists were accused of intolerance of other
ideological trends in the national socialist movement
and of a lack of willingness to help prosecuted activists
(Autonomni nacionalisté 2010).

It later became apparent that this document did not
represent all members of the above groups. Invitations
to DSSS events or those of its youth organisation con-
tinue to be posted on the website of NO/SO and on the
new main server representing Autonomni nacionalisté —
Revolta.info. The party does not, however, promote the
sub-cultural image openly.
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Figure 1: Elections to the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the Czech Republic in 2010

Elections to the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the Czech Republicin 2010
(share of votes for DSSS in percent - according to district)

share of votes for DSSS in %

Ho.5-1

Source: Ministry of the Interior 2011: 9

The DSSS is relatively isolated in the political party
spectrum. »Anti-gypsyism«, where a number of local
citizens who are not among the party’s main support
take part in various protest events focused on Roma
criminality, is becoming the main area of contact with
mainstream forces. In areas where the DSSS is gaining
popularity on the Roma issue, even established political
parties are expressing interest in cooperating with it,
e.g., the mayor of Krupka representing the conserva-
tive Obcanska demokraticka stranu (Civic Democratic
Party — ODS) in 2010 (Parliamentary Journal 2010).

A specific group with ties to DSSS is K 213, an organi-
sation defending the rights of fathers. (K 213 denotes
the section in the former Civil Code covering failure to
pay mandatory alimony, on the basis of which fathers
are allegedly deprived of their right to raise their child-
ren after a divorce). K 213 Chairman Jifi Fiala spoke at
a DSSS meeting. Certain self-proclaimed anti-commu-
nist activists, such as Jan Sinagl, have given speeches
at DSSS events (DSSS 2011b). In 2012, the party tried
to make use of the broader dissatisfaction of citizens
supporting Holesovska vyzva (HoleSovska Appeal),

originally an initiative of people from outside the
DSSS, by having party supporters register an associa-
tion under the same name, which led to Holesovska
vyzva losing its original significance and its initiators
disassociating themselves from the DSSS (HoleSovska
vyzva 2012). The Moravian section of the DSSS co-
operates with the radical stream of the Moravian au-
tonomist movement.

Specific — thematically limited — support is enjoyed by
members and sympathisers of the DSSS accused of com-
mitting a crime related to promoting and expressing
sympathy for the movement, leading to the infringe-
ment of the rights and freedoms of citizens, e. g., prose-
cution for use of the symbols of the dissolved DS or of
NO/SO or glorification of national socialism. This sup-
port is provided by activists espousing complete free-
dom of speech based on the American model. These
activists (such as Tomas Pecina) do not agree with the
ideas of the DSSS or of its supporters, but help indi-
vidually prosecuted members because they believe it is
wrong for people to be prosecuted for their opinions
(Pecina 2012).
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3. The Influence of Right-Wing Extremism

Right-wing extremists in the Czech Republic — specifically
the DSSS — has, despite its poor showing in elections, at-
tained a certain degree of influence due to media cover-
age of its activities. Mainstream political parties respond
to it and often borrow its anti-gypsy rhetoric (in some
cases engaging in more extreme rhetoric than DSSS ac-
tivists). As mentioned above, even ordinary citizens take
part in some local events and then express sympathy for
the DSSS (sometimes after hearing the speeches of DSSS
representatives in person and finding out that they do
not contain open elements of neo-Nazism, which con-
tradicts the image of the DSSS in the mainstream media).

Regarding topics other than the so-called Roma issue, the
DSSS and right-wing extremism is of minimal relevance in
social discourse. While the party may protest against the
policies of established parties, high-level political corrup-
tion and LGBT community marches and may promote a
tough »law and order« approach, it tends to be eclipsed
on these issues by other parts of the political spectrum.

The party has only been successful in communal elections
in the Northern Bohemian town of Krupka, where there
are major co-existence problems with the Roma minority.
It has the greatest chances of winning seats in the regio-
nal government in the Usti nad Labem Region, but is un-
likely to do so in any of the other 13 regions in the Czech
Republic. At the national level, there appears to be little
chance of it attaining the 5 percent threshold necessary
to enter the Chamber of Deputies. It also appears unlikely
to win a senate seat in an electoral district (provided no
inter-ethnic disturbances occur prior to elections).

If the economic crisis continues, the parties in the Czech
Republic that may potentially profit are in particular Ko-
munistické strana Cech a Moravy (Communist Party of
Bohemia and Moravia — KSCM) or new left-wing populist
entities. An acute deterioration of relations between the
Czech majority and the minority Roma populations in the
event of further media coverage of brutal crimes commit-
ted by the Roma community (as the incident in Bfeclav
has shown, such crimes need not even be real) could con-
tribute to an increase in the popularity of the DSSS. How-
ever, in order for this to translate into electoral support for
the DSSS, such unrest would have to break out concur-
rently in a number of locations in the pre-election period
and the mainstream forces would have to fail to resolve it.

The DSSS is at a disadvantage because it does not have
a stable membership base and is not popular amongst
older people, who form the strongest voting blocks.
Any chance it may have in the future is likely to derive
from a growth in its popularity among young people,
as demonstrated by a survey conducted by Millward
Brown for the Clovék v tisni (People in Need) founda-
tion in 2010-2012. This survey focused on the political
views of secondary school students (i.e., people under
18, the legal voting age in the Czech Republic). Of these
young people, 12 percent said they would vote for the
DSSS in 2012, whereas in 2010, the figure was only
6 percent (Millward Brown, Clovék v tisni 2012: 41).
Even so, this figure was much higher than the results
gained by the party in the 2010 parliamentary elec-
tion. It is probable, however, that the radical stance of
young people will diminish as they grow older and that
their current sympathies for the DSSS will not translate
into votes.

4. Counterstrategy

From the point of view of state politics, the DSSS is
perceived as an extremist party and is labelled as such
in regular reports on extremism issued by the Ministry
of the Interior of the Czech Republic and also in an-
nual reports issued by Bezpecnostni informacni sluzby
(Security Information Service), which, as the internal in-
telligence service of the Czech Republic, is responsible
for monitoring the party. As already mentioned above,
the predecessor of the DSSS - the DS — was dissolved
by court order and most of its members transferred to
the new entity (Mare$ 2012). Activists and speakers at
DSSS meetings have been prosecuted for hate speech
offences in a number of cases. This state repression has
led the DSSS to tone down its rhetoric. The impact of
this on support for the party is difficult to ascertain, as
it is in any case at a very low level. One may speculate
that the party is losing potential supporters due to its
»extremist image«, but the percentage of such voters
was apparently not very high in the first place.

NGOs and anti-racist Roma and Jewish organisations
have all made efforts to counter DSSS activities. Ties
between the DSSS and neo-Nazis are monitored pre-
dominantly by the anarchist Antifasisticka akce (Anti-
Fascist Action). These efforts (especially if covered by the
media) could help to discredit the DSSS. On the other
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hand, the non-governmental sector has not proven very
effective in solving the so-called Roma issue, which is
the main topic on which right-wing extremists profile
themselves in the Czech Republic.

5. Conclusion

The primary representative of current right-wing ex-
tremism in the Czech Republic is Délnicka strana socialni
spravedinosti (Workers' Party of Social Justice), the suc
cessor to the dissolved Délnické strana (Workers' Party).

Neither DS nor DSSS has been able to repeat the suc
cesses of the SPR-RSC from the 1990s (even though a
number of important DSSS activists, including chairman
Vandas, began their political career in the SPR-RSC). The
DSSS is supported by a part of the neo-Nazi spectrum in
the Czech Republic and its most important ties abroad
are to the German NPD. The primary topic on which the
DSSS profiles itself is the so-called Roma issue. Inter-
ethnic unrest in the Czech Republic may result in an in-
crease in support for this party, but in the short-term, at
least, this is likely to be on the regional rather than the
national level.

Table 2: Czech Right-Wing Parties

Czech name English name Abbreviation Leaders Characteristics

SdruZeni pro Republiku | Association for the Repu- Registered Feb. 1990; declared

— Republikanska strana blic — Republican Party of SPR-RSC Miroslav Sladek | bankruptcy 2000; eeactivated 2008;

Ceskoslovenska Czechoslovakia suspended 2011

Republikanska Mladez Republican Youth Disbanded by Interior Ministry 2002

Relpubllkanl Miroslava eroslav Sladek’s Repub- RMS Miroslav Sladek Founded 2000, successor to SPR-RSC

Sladka licans

Republikanska strana Republican party of Bohe- RSEMS Broke away from SPR-RSC in 2010;

Cech, Moravy a Slezska | mia, Moravia and Silesia without influence

Narodné socialni blok National-Social Block NSB dissident republicans and neo-Nazi
skinheads

Nérodni strana National Party NS Neo-Hussite

Nérodni sjednoceni National Unification party NSj ultraconservative; marginal

Délnicka strana Workers' Party established in 2002
by members of SPR-RSC and RMS
who were dissatisfied with Sladek’s
leadership.

DS Founded the paramilitary Ochranné

sbory Délnické strany (Workers'
Party Protection Corps) in 2008,
including youth association Délnicka
miadez (Workers’ Youth).
Dissolved by court order in 2010.

Narodni/svobodny odpor | National/Free Resistance NO/SO neo-Nazi

Délnické strany socialni | Workers’ Party of Social DSSS Tomas Vandas established under a different name

spravedInosti Justice in 2004; absorbed DS

Vlastenecka fronta Patriotic Front civic association; established 1993;

VF endorses traditional Czech interwar

fascism

Svobodna mladez Free Youth SM

Autonomni nacionalisti

Autonomous Nationalists

a branch of Blood & Honour Bohemia

10




References

MIROSLAV MARES | RIGHT-WING EXTREMISM IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Autonom.pl (2011): Czechy: Obchody Swieta Pracy w Brnie (03.05.2011); available at: http://autonom.pl/index.php/
relacje/z-zagranicy/1135-czechy-obchody-swieta-pracy-w-brnie (last accessed 15.07.2012).

Autonomni nacionalisté (2010): Oficidlni distancovani Autonomnich Nacionalistd od Délnické Strany (socialni sprave-
dlnosti) [Official Disassociation of the Autonomous Nationalists from the Workers' Party (of Social Justice)]; available at
http://www.nacionaliste.com (last accessed on 24.03.2010).

Bezpecnostni informacni sluzba [Security Information Service] (2011): Annual Report.

Bastl, Martin/ Mare$, Miroslav/Smolik, Josef/Vejvodova, Petra (2011): Krajni pravice a krajni levice v CR [Far-Right
and Far-Left in the Czech Republic], Prague: Grada.

Cesky statisticky urad [Czech Statistical Office] (2012): Viysledky voleb (Election Results); available at: http:/Avww.
volby.cz/ (last accessed 15.07.2012).

Deutsch-Bohmischer Freundenkreis (2012): Deutsch-Béhmischer Freundenkreis: »Tag der Freundschaft« in Oberprex.
In Freies Netz Sud (15.06.2012); available at: http://Awww.freies-netz-sued.net/index.php/2012/06/15/deutsch-bohmi-
scher-freundeskreis-%E2 %80 % 9Etag-der-freundschaft%E2 %80 %9C-in-oberprex/ (last accessed on 13.07.2012).

DSSS (2010a): Programova listina [Party Platform]; available at http://www.dsss.cz/programova-listina (last accessed on
15.07.2012).

DSSS (2010b): Stanovy politické strany: Délnicka strana socialni spravedinosti (Political Party’s Statutes: Workers' Party of
Social Justice); available at http://www.dsss.cz/stanovy-dsss (last accessed on 13.07.2012).

DSSS (2011a): Programova listina [Party Platform]; available at http://www.dsss.cz/program (last accessed on 15.07.2012).

DSSS (2011b): Shromézdéni nacionalista k 17. listopadu navstivili nezavisli aktivisté [Gathering of Nationalists on 17
of November Attended by Independent Activists]. Délnicka strana socidlni spravedinosti; available at: http://Awww.dsss.
cz/fotogalerie_-shromazdeni-nacionalistu-k-17_-listopadu-navstivili-nezavisli-aktiviste?newspage133=2 (last accessed on
13.07.2012).

DSSS (2012): Strategie postupu proti nepfizpusobivému stylu Zivota [Strategy against Nonconformist Lifestyles]; avail-
able at: http://neprizpusobivi.dsss.cz/ (last accessed on 15.07.2012).

DSSS Sever (2012): Krupské zrcadleni faktG ze zasedéni zastupiteld mésta dne 25. Cervna 2012 [Krupka's Mirroring
of Facts from the Meeting of Municipal Council Members of 25 June 2012] (26.06.2012); available at: http:/radnice-
litvinov.cz/krupske-zrcadleni-faktu-ze-zasedani-zastupitelu-mesta (last accessed on 15.07.2012).

Holesovska vyzva (2012): ZavrZenihodné jedndni DSSS poskodilo HolesSovskou vyzvu a mé charakter velké spolecenské
nebezpecnosti [Despicable Actions of DSSS Damages HoleSovska Appeal and Has Character of Major Social Danger];
in Literarni noviny (15.04.2012); available at: http://www.literarky.czZdomov/politika/9168-holeovska-vyzva-opt-poada-
dnes-shromadni-distancuje-se-od-dsss (last accessed on 15.07.2012).

Chaloupska, Markéta/Kfivka, Vladimir (2012): Dostal do cely Zhare z Vitkova. Ted konci kvili vyhruzkém [Locked up
Arsonists from Vitkov. Now Quits Because of Threats], in: Lidovky.cz (11.02.2012); available at: http://www.lidovky.cz/
dostal-do-cely-zhare-z-vitkova-ted-konci-kvuli-vyhruzkam-ped-/In_domov.asp?c=A120110_210735_In_domov_rka (last
accessed on 15.07.2012).

Lamprecht, Erik (2012): Pfedseda DM Erik Lamprecht na prvnim mdji v Praze [DM Chairman Erik Lamprecht at May
Day Celebrations in Prague] (02.05.2012); available at: http://www.delnickamladez.cz/predseda-dm-erik-lamprecht-na-
prvnim-maji-v-praze (last accessed on 15.07.2012).

Mares, Miroslav (2003): Pravicovy extremismus a radikalismus v CR [Right-wing Extremism and Radicalism in the Czech
Republic], Brno: Barrister & Principal — Centrum strategickych studii.

Mares, Miroslav (2008): Ideologische Verankerung des tschechischen Rechtsextremismus, in: Heinrich Boll Stiftung —
Kulturbiro Sachsen (eds.): Geféhrliche Liebschaften. Rechtsextremismus im kleinen Grenzverkehr, Dresden: Heinrich Boll
Stiftung — Kulturbiro Sachsen, pp. 36-43.

Mares, Miroslav (2010): »Gewalt und Ideologie. Rechtsextremismus in Tschechien.«, Osteuropa, Vol. 60, No. 10, pp. 33-50.

Mares, Miroslav (2011): »Czech extreme right parties an unsuccessful story.«, Communist and Post-Communist Stu-
dies, Vol. 44, No. 4, pp. 283-298.

Mares, Miroslav (2012): »Czech Militant Democracy in Action: Dissolution of the Workers’ Party and the Wider Con-
text of This Act.«, East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 26, No. 1, pp. 33-55.

Mares, Miroslav et al. (2011): Ceské militantni neonacistické hnuti (aktudini trendy) (Czech Militant Neo-Nazi Move-
ments Current Trends] ), Prague: Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic; available at: http:/Avww.mvcr.cz/clanek/
studie-ceske-militantni-neonacisticke-hnuti-aktualni-trendy.aspx (last accessed on 15.07.2012).

Mares, Miroslav/Vejvodova, Petra (2011): Transnacionalni dimenze soudobého ceského neonacismu [Transnational
Dimension to Contemporary Czech Neo-Nazism], Mezindrodni vztahy, Vol. 46, No. 1, pp. 75-90.

MillwardBrown (2012): Jeden svét na skolach. Zprava o dotaznikovém Setfeni na strednich skolach v porovnani s ro-
kem 2009 [One World at Schools. Report on Survey of Secondary Schools Compared to 2009], Prague: Clovék v tisni;
available at: http://www.jedensvetnaskolach.cz/test/File/DOTAZNIKOVE_SETRENI_STREDOSKOLACI_JSNS_2012.pdf (last
accessed on 15.07.2012).

Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic (2011): Zprdva o extremismu na tzemi Ceské republiky v roce 2010,
Vyhodnoceni pinéni koncepce boje proti extremismu pro rok 2011 a Koncepce boje proti extremismu pro rok 2011
(Report on Extremism in the Czech Republic in 2010; Assessment of Fulfilment of the Plan to Fight Extremism for
2010 and Plan to Fight Extremism for 2011), Prague: Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic; available at: http://
Www.mvcr.cz/clanek/extremismus-vyrocni-zpravy-o-extremismu-a-strategie-boje-proti-extremismu.aspx  (last accessed
on 13.07.2012).

11



MIROSLAV MARES | RIGHT-WING EXTREMISM IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic (2012): Zpréva o extremismu na tzemi Ceské republiky v roce 2011,
Viyhodnoceni pinéni koncepce boje proti extremismu pro rok 2011 a Koncepce boje proti extremismu pro rok 2012 (Re-
port on Extremism in the Czech Republic in 2011; Assessment of Fulfilment of the Plan to Fight Extremism for 2011 and
Plan to Fight Extremism for 2012), Prague: Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic; available at: http://www.mvcr.cz/
clanek/extremismus-vyrocni-zpravy-o-extremismu-a-strategie-boje-proti-extremismu.aspx (last accessed on 13.07.2012).

Nationales und soziales Aktionsbundnis 1. Mai 2011 (2011): Unterstiitzerliste, in: Nationales und soziales Aktions-
bundnis 1. Mai 2011; available at: http://01mai2011.de/?page_id=137 (last accessed on 13.07.2012).

Parlamentni listy (Parliamentary Journal) (2010): Starosta Puchar je ochoten spolupracovat s DSSS (Mayor Puchar
Willing to Work with DSSS) (13.08.2010); available at: http://www.parlamentnilisty.cz/zpravy/Starosta-Puchar-je-ochoten-
spolupracovat-s-DSSS-1725112diskuse&parent=78099 (last accessed on 14.07.2012).

Pecina, Tomas (2012): Michal Mazel proved! sebekritiku [Michal Mazel Engages in Self-Critique], in: Paragraphos
(11.06.2012); available at: http:/paragraphos.pecina.cz/2012/06/michal-mazel-proved|-sebekritiku.html (last accessed
on 15.07.2012).

Romea (2012): Chlapec z Breclavi si Utok Romd vymyslel, zranéni pry vznikla drazem. Romea (Boy from Bfeclav Ma-
kes Up Romani Attack; Injury Caused by Fall) (23.05.2012); available at: http://www.romea.cz/cz/zpravodajstvi/domaci/
chlapec-z-breclavi-si-utok-vymyslel-zraneni-pry-vznikla-urazem (last accessed on 15.07.2012).

STEM (2010): Zpréva z vyzkumu »Zmapovani postojd vefejnosti v Ceské republice k pravicové extremistickym, rasistickym
a xenofobnim myslenkam a jejich sifiteldm s ohledem na integraci mensin a cizinctl. « [Report on Survey »Mapping Stance
of Public in Czech Republic to Right Extremism, Racist and Xenophobic Thoughts and Their Disseminators with Regard
to Integration of Minorities and Foreigners«], Prague: Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic; available at: http://
www.mvcr.cz/clanek/bezpecnostni-hrozby-337414.aspx?g=Y2hudW09NA%3D%3D (last accessed on 13.07.2012).

Vrba, Patrik (2012): Verba non ACTA — DSSS varovala jiz pred dvéma lety (Verba non ACTA — DSSS Gave Warning
Already Two Years Ago). Délnicka strana socidlni spravedinosti; available at: http://www.dsss.cz/verba-non-acta---dsss-
varovala-uz-pred-dvema-lety_ (last accessed on 15.07.2012).

Weikert, Petr (2012): Nacionalismus je cool, verbuji radikalové mladé volice. Vabi je rasistickymi letaky [Nationalism is
Cool, Say Radicals to Recruit Young Voters. Woos them with Racist Flyers], in: Ihned.cz (18.06.2012); available at: http://
zpravy.ihned.cz/c1-56188630-nacionalismus-je-cool-verbuji-radikalove-mlade-volice-vabi-je-rasistickymi-letaky (last ac-
cessed on 15.07.2012).

12



o0

About the author Imprint

Miroslav Mares is one of the best-known experts for right- Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung | Dep. for Central and Eastern Europe
wing extremism in Czech Republic, working at Masaryk Uni- Hiroshimastr. 28 | 10785 Berlin | Germany

versity in Brno.
Responsible:
Dr. Ernst Hillebrand, Head, Dep. for Central and Eastern Europe

Phone: ++49-30-269-35-7726 | Fax: ++49-30-269-35-9250
http://www.fes.de/international/moe

To order publications:
info.moe@fes.de

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those ISBN 978-3-86498-291-0

of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung.
|

EFCME

Committed to excellence



